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Office Action Summary 



Application NoT 

09/585,921 



Examiner 

Jimmy Nguyen 



Applicant(s) 

EPPES ETAL 



Art Unit 

2858 
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Period for Re^*^^^^ 

ftSSSS^ A S?SS SSS LY ' S SET T ° * ™> FROM 

■ a^K^sss? ,:i36(a) - ,n h — • ™- « 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704fb) 9 ' h ' S comrnunica «°". even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status w 

1)13 Responsive to communication® filed on 02June20on 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)|3 This action is non-final 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) U31 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing® filed on is/are: a) D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 

Apphcant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)G None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies ; of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) National btage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 

14) D Acknow.edgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

1 ^nl7nn^ ranSla ! i0n ° f ^ f ° rei9n lan9Ua9e prOVisional a PP ,ication has °een received. 

1 5) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

Notice of References Cited ( PTO-892^ r— i 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 2 H ^'^f^ Pa P er "<*•>■ . 

3) □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 6) Q Other ^ Patem APP ' iCati ° n (PT °" 152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

S 645 ( Fed - Cir. 1 985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F 2d 937 21 4 USPO Vri Vr d a 
1982); /„ re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA ^970V«nrf T/n J rl ( ^ A 
418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969^ 1970),and, //, re 7/7or/ngto/7, 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 3?-Ur\ maw 
term- ^w eCt | Ve January 1 ' 1 994 ' a registered attorney or agent of record mav sian » 

37 "T^r A termina ' diSdaimer si9ned by the 

2. Claims 1-31 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-30 of U.S. Application 
09/586192. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably 
distinct from each other . The distinction between this claimed invention and copending 
application is as follow: 

US Application 09/585921 US Application 09/586192 

f0rming thermally coupling 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to recognize 
that "forming" may be used in lieu of "thermally coupling" and thus implement the 
broader version because it would allow for greater flexibility. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claim 1, 22, 23, the concept of selectively controlling the heating elements 
and therein causing at least one of the heating elements to heat at least one 
adjacent portion of the die" is unclear. What cause the heating element to heat 
adjacent portions of the die? And how does controlling the heating element 
affect the adjacent portion of the die. Clarification is required. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jimmy Nguyen at (703) 306-5858. Any inquiry of a 
general nature of relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4900. 

JN. 

July 26, 2001 — 
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